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The World Bank’s World Trade Indicators (WTI) database on the CD-ROM in this volume provides more
than 300 performance indicators measuring at-the-border and behind-the-border country trade policy,
institutions, and outcomes from 1995 to 2007. The database allows each country to be ranked by any
policy or performance dimension relative to others. Trade-at-a-Glance tables for the 210 countries in the
database facilitate comparisons among countries in key areas. Complementing the rich database are
Trade Briefs for 142 developing countries summarizing insights from the data and the main findings of
analytical work conducted by the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the World Trade
Organization for individual countries.

The companion volume to the World Trade Indicators 2008 highlights the main patterns in policy and
performance revealed by the database grouping countries by region or income. The 20 best and 20
worst country rankings for a number of indicators are shown. For country policy makers, trade
negotiators, and advisors, this volume provides the rich context within which to interpret a single
country’s standing on various dimensions. Business people will gain new insights about the countries in
which they and their competitors operate. Trade researchers will find tantalizing country stories on trade
policy and institutional dimensions and trade outcomes.

Country performance is benchmarked in five key areas:  
� Border protection, such as tariffs and nontariff barriers on imports of goods and services
� Market access barriers in the rest of the world to exports of goods
� Overall business and institutional environment
� Trade facilitation
� Trade outcomes, such as trade growth, integration, and diversification.

“The World Trade Indicators provides an impressive  array of information that policy makers can use as a
benchmark to measure their country's progress as well as its position with respect  to other countries. It should
also provide a good basis for informed policy making, including negotiations, and thus provide much-needed
information for small and developing countries with limited resources to develop such a comprehensive database.”    

— Mari Pangestu
Minister of Trade, Indonesia

“The last decade has seen a flurry of new databases in trade and development. What was missing up to now was 
a synthesis of the information contained in those databases. The World Bank Institute has undertaken the colossal
endeavor of piecing it together, and the result is a unique set of measures of the trade environment in virtually all
countries. This database will prove an invaluable asset to researchers and practitioners in the field, and the World
Bank Institute’s work represents a landmark in trade database development.”

— Olivier Cadot
Directeur, Institut d’Economie Appliquée, Lausanne, Switzerland

“The World Trade Indicators’ Web site will be an invaluable tool for anyone (trade professional, student, journalist, 
or policy maker) who would like to get a quick snapshot of trade policies for countries around the world. It is a 
great achievement.”

— Michael Moore
Director, Institute for International Economic Policy
Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University, Washington, DC, United States
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The World Trade Indicators (WTI) database and ranking tool cover country-
level indicators of trade performance and policies and institutions that affect 
trade. The purpose of this initiative by the World Bank is to benchmark prog-
ress in these areas while highlighting important data gaps. The value of timely, 
good-quality data for policy making and effective international negotiations 
cannot be underestimated. Such data are also needed for reducing transactions 
costs for businesses.  

This publication summarizes patterns in world trade policy and trade out-
comes revealed by the WTI database, focusing mainly on regional and income-
level variations and providing the context to help evaluate individual country 
progress. It is hoped that this initiative, by benchmarking country performance 
in various policy and outcome areas, will enhance the ability of policy makers 
to design and implement needed trade-related reforms. It is also hoped that 
countries will be further encouraged to produce better and more up-to-date 
data and make it publicly available, both domestically and in international 
databases, in a timely manner.
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Afghanistan*
Albania*
Algeria*
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola*
Antigua and Barbuda*
Argentina*
Armenia*
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan*
Bahamas, The
Bahrain*
Bangladesh*
Barbados
Belarus*
Belgium
Belize*
Benin*
Bermuda
Bhutan*
Bolivia*
Bosnia and Herzegovina*
Botswana*
Brazil*
Brunei Darussalem
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso*
Burundi*
Cambodia*
Cameroon*
Canada
Cape Verde*

Cayman Islands
Central African Republic*
Chad*
Channel Islands
Chile*
China*
Colombia*
Comoros*
Congo, Democratic 
 Republic of *
Congo, Republic of*
Costa Rica*
Cote d’Ivoire*
Croatia*
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti*
Dominica*
Dominican Republic*
Ecuador*
Egypt, Arab Republic of *
El Salvador*
Equatorial Guinea*
Eritrea*
Estonia
Ethiopia*
Faeroe Islands
Fiji*
Finland
France
French Polynesia
Gabon*
Gambia, The*

Georgia*
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Greece
Greenland
Grenada*
Guam
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Guinea*
Guinea-Bissau*
Guyana*
Haiti*
Honduras*
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India*
Indonesia*
Iran, Islamic Republic of *
Iraq*
Ireland
Isle of Man
Israel
Italy
Jamaica*
Japan
Jordan*
Kazakhstan*
Kenya*
Kiribati*
Korea, Democratic 
 People’s Republic of
Korea, Republic of*
Kuwait
Kyrgyz Republic*
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 Democratic 
 Republic*
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Liberia*
Libya*
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macao, China
Macedonia, Former 
 Yugoslav Republic of*
Madagascar*
Malawi*
Malaysia*
Maldives*
Mali*
Malta
Marshall Islands*
Mauritania*
Mauritius*
Mayotte
Mexico*
Micronesia, Federated 
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Moldova*
Monaco
Mongolia*
Montenegro*
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Virgin Islands (U.S.)
West Bank and Gaza
Yemen, Republic of *
Zambia*
Zimbabwe*


