
Foreword

The World Development Report, 1978, along patterns of trade to reflect shifts in comparative
with its statistical annex, is the first of what we advantage.
expect will be a series of annual reports provid- These adjustments will not be easy, but the
ing a comprehensive assessment of the global alternative to a more rational economic frame-
development issues. This first report deals with work can only mean, in the end, greater penal-
a number of fundamental problems confronting ties for all.
the developing countries, and explores their In the meantime, whatever the uncertainties
relationship to the underlying trends in the in- of the future, governments have to act. They are
ternational economy. Since it is not possible to faced with the necessity of daily decisions. And
address every major question in this initial hence the quality of the information, and the
volume, the analysis will be extended to other range of available choices on which those deci-
aspects of development in subsequent years. sions will have to be made become critically

The past quarter century has been a period of important.
unprecedented change and progress in the de- That is why we have undertaken this anal-
veloping world. And yet despite this impressive ysis. The World Bank, with its broad-based i
record, some 800 million individuals continue membership, its long experience, and its daily
to be trapped in what I have termed absolute involvement wvith the development problems of
poverty: a condition of life so characterized by its members is in a unique position to analyze
malnutrition, illiteracy, disease, squalid sur- the interrelationships between the principal
roundings, high infant mortality, and low life components of the development process. To the
expectancy as to be beneath any reasonable extent that these are more clearly understood,
definition of human decency. the institution itself, and all of its member gov-

Absolute poverty on so massive a scale is al- ernments individually, will be able to cooper-
ready a cruel anachronism. But unless economic ate more effectively in accelerating economic
growth in the developing countries can be sub- growth, and reducing the intolerable depriva-
stantially accelerated, the now inevitable in- tions of massive poverty.
-creases inpopulationwillmeanthatthenumbers This initial volume represents the work of
of the absolute poor will remain unacceptably many expert and dedicated colleagues of mine
high even at the end of the century. in the Bank. The judgments expressed, of course,

The twin objectives of development, then, are do not necessarily reflect the views of our Board
to accelerate economic growth and to reduce of Directors or the governments they represent.
poverty. The report has been produced under the direc-

Greater progress toward these goals will re- tion of Ernest Stern; D. C. Rao was its principal
quire an immense effort by the developing coun- author. To them and to all who have contributed
tries; an effort that must be matched by a more to it, the institution is deeply indebted.
realistic level of support from the industrialized
nations. It is a fact that the international econ-
omy is growing more interdependent. That
evolution can and should benefit developing
and developed countries alike, but if it is to
do so there must be adjustments in the global Robert S. McNamara


