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Preface

The team responsible for the World Development Report 1999/2000 commissioned a number of papers to
map the major fields covered in the report. The purpose of this was to synthesize significant findings
from recent research and to explore issues that were likely to loom large in the early 21st century. These
papers by leading specialists were reviewed at workshops in Washington D.C., Tokyo, and Singapore
and served as some of the building blocks for the report. However, from the outset we saw these papers
as having a life of their own—independent of the report—so that all those with an interest in local and
global dynamics could draw upon the ideas and information presented in them.

This companion volume to the World Development Report contains a selection of those papers that
relate to urbanism in an increasingly integrated world environment.

All the papers in this volume were extensively revised and edited prior to publication. We greatly
appreciate the effort put in by each of the authors in revising their contributions and working closely with
us through the lengthy editing process.

The research in these papers, the convening of the workshops, and the publication of this volume
were supported by a Population and Human Resources Development Grant from the government of
Japan. This financial assistance was enormously valuable throughout the preparation of the World
Development Report. It helped widen the knowledge base of the report by providing a rich source of
feedback through the workshops, and the grant has enabled us to make these papers available to a wide
readership.

Many people have contributed to the making of this volume. We want to thank our fellow team
members Anjum Altaf, William Dillinger, Marianne Fay, Vernon Henderson, and Charles Kenny, who
assisted in the commissioning of the papers and in reviewing earlier drafts. We are greatly indebted to
Rebecca Sugui for her help in the processing of the papers and, together with Paulina Flewitt and Leila
Search, assisting with the logistics of the workshops. Umou Al-Bazzaz and Marc Sanford Shotten
provided invaluable assistance in the assembly of the final manuscript. We would like to thank the staff
of the Office of the Publisher for their expert assistance in editing and producing this volume.

The first workshop, held in Washington during July 1998, helped to launch the World Development
Report. We owe its success to the effort put in by Jean Ponchamni and Mani Jandu. The two workshops in
Tokyo were flawlessly co-organized by the staff of the World Bank’s Tokyo office together with the
Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund of Japan (now a part of the Japan Bank for International
Corporation) and the Foundation for Advanced Studies in International Development. We would like to
thank the director of the Tokyo office, Shuzo Nakamura, and Mika Iwasaki, Tomoko Hagimoto, and staff
from the Japan Bank for International Development and the Foundation for Advanced Studies in
International Development for the success of these events.

The workshop in Singapore was cohosted with the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. Thanks are
due to the institute’s director, Professor Chia Siow Yue, for providing us with the ideal physical and
intellectual environment.
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