
ix

PrefacePrefacePrefacePrefacePreface

FFFFFor more than two decades, the Asian Development Bank has increasingly
supported the integration of environmental concerns in development work.
Central to this endeavor are ADB’s consistent attempts at systematizing the
approach towards addressing environmental concerns in the Asian and
Pacific region.  Landmark contributions in terms of publications include
the Economic Analysis of Environmental Impacts of Development
Projects as early as 1986, and more recently the Economic Evaluation of
Environmental Impacts: A Workbook in 1996.

This book complements the efforts of the 1996 Workbook and the
1986 book (the latest edition of which was published in 1994 in coopera-
tion with the World Bank) by covering more issues in environmental analy-
sis. A key feature is the inclusion of ten cases where environmental eco-
nomic methods were used to evaluate development projects.  These ten cases
illustrate practical approaches to environmental economic analysis in situ-
ations where information and time are limited and entail a lot of resources.
The book provides case-specific examples of bringing environmental con-
cerns to focus.  Thus, it can provide guidance based on real world examples
for project designers and evaluation experts on how to use environmental
valuation for project design. From these examples, it can be concluded that
the inclusion of environmental valuation in project design improves of
project quality.

The book does not claim to be an economic analysis methodology
text, nor a valuation methodology guide.  It is a sourcebook that can assist
in enhancing environmental improvements in development projects de-
spite time, budget, and skills constraints.  The methods used in the ten
cases follow the Economic Evaluation of Environmental Impacts: A
Workbook (1996).  This approach directs analysis toward decision-based
applications.  It facilitates decisions through the provision of information,
which can enhance the environmental quality of projects.
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The field of environmental economics is dynamic. Rapid develop-
ments and changes have brought much controversy in certain areas.  The
last paragraph of the book’s conclusion conveys its purpose precisely:

“..., this book provides a wide range of illustrations and
circumstances that will help project planners and econo-
mists to evaluate the environmental impacts of projects.
More importantly, perhaps, these many illustrations pro-
vide a rich laboratory for the continued reassessment of
the full range of project activities that can contribute to
economic development and environmental improvement.
For too long it has been believed that economic develop-
ment was destructive of the environment.  Much of it was,
but none of it needed to be.  If economic development is
undertaken correctly—and if it is evaluated properly—
these case studies illustrate just how complementary the
two can be.  That should be the essential lesson of this book.”
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