11. School enrolment

Asia and the Pacific is making decent progress
towards achieving universal primary education.

The average net enrolment ratio for primary
education increased from 91 per cent in 1991 to 94
per cent in 2005 in the Asian and Pacific region.
Starting from much lower initial (i.e. 1991) levels,
primary enrolment grew much more rapidly in
Africa, but this region is still almost 20 percentage
points behind Asia and the Pacific. While Latin
America and the Caribbean was 3 percentage points
behind Asia and the Pacific, it had moved to
1 percentage point ahead of the latter by 2005.

Figure 11.1 Index of change in primary net enroiment
ratios in the regions of the world, 1991-2005
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Starting furthest behind, with 79 per cent in
1991, landlocked developing countries are still the
countries in Asia and the Pacific with the highest
proportions of children out of school, although the
net primary enrolment rate had increased to 85 per
cent by 2005. During the same period, this rate also
increased by 6 percentage points, to 92 per cent, in
SAARC countries.

The SAARC average is pulled down by
Pakistan, the only country in all of Asia and the
Pacific with a net primary enrolment rate of 70 per
cent in 2005. This was 12 percentage points lower
than that of Maldives, which, at 80 per cent, had
the second lowest rate in Asia and the Pacific.
However, whereas Pakistan is rapidly reducing the
proportion of children out of primary school — the
net enrolment rate was just 60 per cent in 2003 —
the rate in Maldives actually dropped 18 percentage
points between 1999 and 2005.

Universal primary education can only be
achieved, of course, if both girls and boys go to
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Figure 11.2 Index of change in primary net enrolment
rafios of selected country grouping in Asia and the
Pacific, 1991-2005
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school. In that regard, net enrolment figures in
SAARC countries have improved mainly because
fewer girls have been out of school in recent years
than in the early 1990s. In 1991, only 45 per cent
of all pupils enrolled in primary schools in SAARC
countries were girls, compared with 48 per cent in
2005.

Among these countries, the primary school
attendance of girls particularly improved in India
and Nepal. The ratio of girls per 100 boys at this
level in India increased from 76 in 1991 to 93 by
2005, and in Nepal from 63 in 1991, one of the
lowest ratios in the region, to 91 in 2005. That
SAARC countries on average are still well behind
other groups, such as the ASEAN countries, and
Asia and the Pacific as a whole, both with 96 girls
per 100 boys enrolled in primary education in 2005,
is due to Pakistan and Afghanistan, the only two
countries in the region with less than 80 girls for
every 100 boys enrolled in primary school education
in that year.

Other countries that contributed considerably
to the improvement of the Asian and Pacific ratio,
from 88 in 1991 to nearly 96 in 2005, are China
and the Islamic Republic of Iran. In China, 93 gitls
per 100 boys went to primary school in 1991,
compared with 100 in 2004; in the Islamic Republic
of Iran, this ratio went up from 90 in 1991 to a high
122, in 2005.

A high enrolment ratio does not guarantee,
however, that children enrolled will actually attend
school or that they will graduate. Absenteeism and
high drop-out rates are still significant obstacles for
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some countries in Asia and the Pacific, particularly
the least developed countries, in their efforts to
achieve universal primary education.

In the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and
Nepal, only three in five children, or 60 per cent,
who started grade 1 reach grade 5 by 2004. In
Cambodia, the figure was even smaller — 57 per
cent.

Children leave school prematurely for a variety
of reasons. These include the costs of schooling, the
need to supplement family incomes through child
labour, unsuitably school environments in particular
for girls, long distances to school, and the language
of instruction being different from the one spoken
at home. Another important factor is the
educational background of mothers; UNESCO
estimates that children whose mothers have no
education are twice as likely not to be enrolled as
those whose mothers have some education.

Figure 11.3 Proportion of children reaching grade 5
in Asia and the Pacific, 1999 and 2004
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Higher primary enrolment in the region has
translated into higher demand for secondary
education. However, the same factors that make
some children leave primary school early —
especially family needs for child labour — also limit
enrolment at the secondary and tertiary levels.
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Differences between countries and country
groups in secondary and tertiary enrolment levels
in Asia and the Pacific are far wider than for primary
education. In the Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Myanmar and Vanuatu, less than 40 per cent of
secondary school-aged children were enrolled in
2004. In Cambodia, less than 3 in every 10 children
in this age cohort attend secondary school. This
contrasts sharply with the secondary enrolment
rates registered in North and Central Asia, where
such countries as Armenia and Kazakhstan have
enrolment rates of 89 and 92 per cent, respectively,
which are similar to the levels in Europe. Such levels
can only be achieved with relatively high numbers
of girls attending secondary school, which these
countries indeed have (and already had during the
early 1990s).

Changes in secondary enrolment ratios are
particularly striking in East and North-East Asia.
Mongolia experienced the largest increase, from
a net secondary enrolment rate of 55 per cent in
1999 to 82 in 2004. Macao, China, registered a
15 percentage points increase, reaching a high
secondary enrolment ratio of 77 per cent.
Interestingly, the Republic of Korea registered
a decrease from 97 in 1999 to 90 by 2005.

Data on net secondary enrolment in South
and South-West Asia are largely lacking. The data
on the number of gitls relative to boys at this level
are available, but they do not paint a rosy picture.
With the exception of Bangladesh, the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Maldives, less than 90 girls
attend secondary school for every 100 boys in the
countries of this subregion. The girl to boy ratio in
most of these countries improved, however, after
the early 1990s, with the notable exception of
Afghanistan, where the already extremely low ratio
of 51 gitls for every 100 boys in 1991 dropped to
just 33 in 2005.

The relatively low enrolment of girls at the
secondary level in South and South-West Asia is
largely responsible for the low girl to boy ratio,
92 per 100 in 2005, in Asia and the Pacific
compared with other parts of the world, with the
exception of Africa.

The pattern of disparities between countries
and country groups at the tertiary education level
is similar to that at the secondary level, with
enrolment ratios at the former level being lower.
Tertiary enrolment — in contrast to primary and
secondary enrolment — is measured gross, i.e.
regardless of age, as a percentage of the population
in the official age group corresponding to the



Figure 11.4 Secondary enrolment ratios in Asia and
the Pacific, 1999 and 2004
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tertiary level. Hence, a higher level does not
necessarily mean higher attendance, for it can also
increase due to high repetition levels or higher
enrolment of adolescents in other age cohorts.

Asia and the Pacific had an average gross
tertiary enrolment ratio of close to 20 per cent in
2004. While enrolment at this level has increased
over the last couple of years, it is still far below that
of North America, at 80 per cent, and Europe, at
about 60 per cent. High-income economies in Asia
and the Pacific have an average gross tertiary
enrolment ratio of 65 per cent, while the ratio for
middle-income economies is less than half that,
at 25 per cent, and in low-income economies only
10 per cent.

Central Asia, at 26 per cent, has a higher gross
tertiary enrolment ratio than the 20 per cent of the
ASEAN region and the 10 per cent of the SAARC
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region; the latter ratio is close to that of Africa.
These disparities between groups of countries are
replicated at the individual country level. Least
developed countries such as Afghanistan, Cambodia
and Vanuatu have a tertiary enrolment ratio of 5 per
cent or less. This is in sharp contrast with the 60
to 90 per cent of Australia, New Zealand, the
Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation.

Countries catching up with these high
enrolment ratios include China and Mongolia,
where the gross tertiary enrolment rate increased
by 13 percentage points between 1999 and 2004.
The indicator value in Kazakhstan moved upwards
by 23 percentage points during the same period.
The largest increase, however, took place in Macao,
China, where the gross tertiary enrolment ratio rose
from 27 per cent in 1999 to 69 in 2004.

The number of girls per 100 boys at the
tertiary education level in Asia and the Pacific on
average was just 82 in 2005, much lower than the
recent 120-plus in Latin America and the
Caribbean, North America and Europe, but
impressively better than the 59 registered for Asia
and the Pacific in 1991. Countries with particularly
low ratios, of 70 per 100 or less, include most
SAARC members, but also Cambodia, Tajikistan,
Vanuatu and, surprisingly, the Republic of Korea.

Figure 11.5 The 20 Asian and Pacific countries/areas
with the lowest ratio of girls fo boys in primary
education, 1991 and 2005
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Figure 11.6 Ratio of girls to boys in tertiary education
in Asia and the Pacific, 1991 and 2005
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Net primary enrolment ratio (percentage of primary
school-aged children): The number of children of official
primary school age who are enrolled in primary education,
expressed as a percentage of all children of that age. Agoreauies:
Averages are calculated using population aged 5-14 as weight.
Missing data have been imputed. Source: United Nations
Millennium Development Goals Indicators (online database,
accessed in September 2007).

Children reaching grade 5 (percentage of grade 1
students): The percentage of a cohort of pupils enrolled in
grade 1 of the primary level of education in a given school
year who are expected to reach grade 5, regardless of repetition.
Aggregares: Averages are calculated using the population aged
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Figure 11.7 Tertiary enrolment ratio in Asia and the
Pacific, 1999 and 2004
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5-14 as weight. Missing data have been imputed. Source:
United Nations Millennium Development Goals Indicators
(online database, accessed in September 2007).

Net secondary enrolment ratio (percentage of secondary
school-aged children): The number of children of official
secondary school age, as defined by the national education
system, who are enrolled in secondary school divided by the
total population of children of official secondary school age.
The exact boundary between primary and secondary
education varies from country to country. Agzrezates: Averages
are weighted using the population aged 15-19. Missing data
have been imputed. So7ce: UNESCO Institute for Statistics,
Data Centre (online database, accessed in August 2007).



Gross tertiary enrolment ratio (percentage of tertiary
school-aged children): The number of students enrolled in
higher education, regardless of age, expressed as a percentage
of the population of the five-year age group following on from
the secondary school leaving age. Agoreonies: Averages are
calculated using the population aged 20-24 as weight. Missing
data have been imputed. Source: UNESCO Institute for
Statistics, Data Centre (online database, accessed in August
2007).

Girls to boys in net primary education (ratio): The number
of girls divided by the number of boys enrolled at primary
level in public and private schools. Agzregnies: Averages are
calculated using population aged 5-14 as weight. Source:
United Nations Millennium Development Goals Indicators,
(online database, accessed in September 2007).

Girls to boys in net secondary education (ratio): The
number of girls divided by the number of boys enrolled at
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secondary level in public and private schools. Aggregares:
Averages are calculated using population aged 15-19 as
weight. Sozrce: United Nations Millennium Development
Goals Indicators, (online database, accessed in September

2007).

Gitls to boys in gross tertiary education (ratio): The
number of girls divided by the number of boys, regardless of
age, enrolled at tertiary level in public and private schools.
Aggregares: Averages are calculated using population aged
20-24 as weight. Source: United Nations Millennium
Development Goals Indicators, (online database, accessed in

September 2007).

Women to men literacy (ratio): The number of literate
women divided by the number of literate men in the
population aged 15 years and above. Source: UNESCO
Institute for Statistics, Data Centre, (online database, accessed
in August 2007).
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11.1 Primary education

East and North-East Asia
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11.2 Secondary and tertiary education

Net secondary enrolment ratio Gross tertiary enrolment ratio
% of secondary school-aged children % of tertiary school-aged children
1999 2000 2003 2004 2005 1999 2000 2003 2004 2005

East and North-East Asia

China 6 8 15 19

DPR Korea

Hong Kong, China 76 78 32 32

Macao, China 62 65 75 77 27 26 78 69

Mongolia 55 60 78 82 26 29 36 39

Republic of Korea 97 94 87 88 90 66 73 87 89 90
South-East Asia

Brunei Darussalam 10 12 13 13 15

Cambodia 15 15 25 26 2 3 3

Indonesia 49 55] 57 16 17

Lao PDR 27 29 35 37 2 3 5 6

Malaysia 69 69 76 23 26 32

Myanmar 31 34 34 37 37 7 1

Philippines 51 59 61 29 29 29

Singapore

Thailand 32 34 40 41 43

Timor-Leste

Viet Nam 59 61 11 9 10 10
South and South-West Asia

Afghanistan 1 1

Bangladesh 46 47 48 6 6 7

Bhutan

India 10 11 12

Iran (Islamic Rep. of) 78 19 19 20 22

Maldives 32 40

Nepal 4 5 6

Pakistan 3 3

Sri Lanka

Turkey 22 23 28 29
North and Central Asia

Armenia 85 80 89 24 24 25 26

Azerbaijan 73 72 77 77 15 16 15 15

Georgia 77 77 81 81 36 38 42 41

Kazakhstan 85 90 92 25 28 45 48

Kyrgyzstan 29 35 40 40

Russian Federation 65 68

Tajikistan 66 71 78 79 14 14 15 16

Turkmenistan

Uzbekistan 15 15
Pacific

American Samoa

Cook Islands 59 57

Fiji 79 77 77 83 15 15

French Polynesia

Guam

Kiribati 71 70

Marshall Islands 74 17

Micronesia (F.S.) 14 14

Nauru

New Caledonia

Niue 93

Northern Mariana Is.

Palau 41

Papua New Guinea 2

Samoa 72 64 66 66 12 7

Solomon Islands 22 18 26

Tonga 71 72 68 3 5 6 6

Tuvalu

Vanuatu 29 32 37 39 4 4 5 5
ESCAP Developed Economies

Australia 89 85 85 66 65 74 72

Japan 99 99 100 100 45 47 52 54

New Zealand 95 67 69 72 63
ESCAP 14.7 17.9 19.6

LLDC 15.2 15.9

LDC 40.0 41.3 42.9 5.4 6.2 6.8

SIDS

ASEAN 49.7 55.3 56.9 19.3 19.8

SAARC 8.6 9.5 10.2

Central Asia 25.3 25.9

Low-income 8.8 9.7 10.4

Middle-income 14.5 16.2 21.7 24.6

High-income 96.4 95.5 93.7 94 1 52.1 55.1 63.4 64.8
Africa 8.0 8.5 8.9
Latin America & Carib. 59.6 61.9 67.0 21.3 227 27.3
North America 88.6 87.7 89.5 90.4 71.6 68.1 80.8 79.9
Europe 88.7 90.1 90.4 47.3 49.3 57.3 59.4
Other Asia-Pacific 45.8 46.9 19.2 23.0
World
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11.3 Gender ratios in education and literacy

East and North-East Asia

China

DPR Korea

Hong Kong, China
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Mongolia
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South-East Asia
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ESCAP Developed Economies

Australia
Japan
New Zealand

ESCAP
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LDC
SIDS
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SAARC
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Low-income
Middle-income
High-income
Africa
Latin America & Carib.
North America
Europe
Other Asia-Pacific

World
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Girls to boys in net
secondary education

1991

0.75

1.14
0.97

0.43
0.83
0.62
1.05

1.04
0.93
0.94

0.51

0.60
0.75

0.46
0.48
1.08
0.63

1.01
0.97
1.04
1.02
1.06

0.91

0.95

0.61
1.96
0.61
1.03

0.80

76.7
88.6
59.1
97.4
59.2
80.0
100.6

73.6

100.9
101.7

Ratio
2000

0.54
0.95
0.70
1.1

1.02

0.91

1.04

0.70
0.94
1.08
0.71

0.98
1.00
0.99
1.01
1.03

0.86

1.09
1.61

1.21

1.03
0.79
1.14
0.78
1.10

94.8
89.8

74.2
75.3

100.8

106.8
100.9
101.3

2005

1.00"

0.99
0.76
1.147

1.12
1.03
1.03
1.00
0.97

0.33
1.03"

0.81
0.94
1.147
0.86
0.74
1.00"
0.82

1.03
0.96
1.01
0.97
1.01
0.99
0.83

0.97"

1.07

1.13
1.05
1.07
1.07"

1.08

1.12
0.83
1.081

0.86"

0.95
1.00
1.07

Nl &)
81.1
90.1

100.8
81.9
96.1
81.7
99.7
99.7
83.5

107.9

102.0
99.5
80.0

Girls to boys in gross
tertiary education
Ratio
2000

1991 2005

0.52 0.85"

1.89 1.79 1.62

049 057  0.62
033 046
0.79
053 072
1.09 1317
1.42 1.23
0.71
120 1.11
072 071
0.28"
051 053
054 065 0.70
048 087  1.09
2371
033 040  0.40'
0.58 0.88
0.55
053 068 074
1.09  1.22
067 067 090
118 095  1.04
118 1.42
101 1.25
1.27 1.36
062 034 035
0.80"
1.20
2.35
0.93
160 167"
0581
119 123 125
065 085  0.89
114 145 1.5
58.5 81.7
71.7
486 492
89.9
540 629  69.0
9.5
544 634  69.0
60.1 927
663 819 865
65.6
1216 122.3
1248 1322 140.0
103.9 1224 1264

Women to men

literacy
Ratio
Earliest Latest
0.78 (90) 0.91 (00)
0.92 (01)
1.00 (00)
0.89 (91) 0.95 (01)
0.76 (04)
0.86 (90) 0.92 (04)
0.65 (95) 0.79 (01)
0.87 (91) 0.93 (00)
0.92 (00)
0.99 (90) 1.02 (03)
0.87 (90)
0.95 (00)
0.93 (99)
0.29 (00)
0.58 (91) 0.76 (01)
0.55 (91) 0.65 (01)
0.76 (91) 0.87 (05)
1.00 (90) 1.00 (00)
0.35 (91) 0.56 (01)
0.55 (05)
0.97 (01)
0.76 (90) 0.84 (04)
0.99 (01)
0.99 (99)
1.00 (99)
0.99 (99)
1.00 (02)
1.00 (00)
0.99 (95)
0.80 (00)
0.99 (94) 0.99 (04)
1.00 (96)



